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by the present United States was
It was bestowed the Country by Eliza

beth greatest o f Engl i sh queens The United States
o f America are mere words o f description They are
not a name The r ight ful and historic name o f this
great Republ ic i s Virginia We must get back to
it i f the Country s n me i s to ave any real
cance

HE name F given to the territory occupied

Virginia was the F colony o f Great Britain
and her success ful settlement furnished the insp ira
tion to English colonization everywhere For it was
the wise Lord Bacon who said that As in the arts
and sciences the invention is o f more

than all the improvements a fterwards so in
kingdoms or plantations the first foundat ion or p lan

i s o f more d ignity than all that fol loweth

May the pionee s brought over by
the the and the
arrived at J amestown on James River and F
the Republ ic o f the United States based on Engl ish
concept ions Justice and Liberty The story o f
this l ittl e settl ement i s the story o f a great nation
expanding from small beginnings into one o f more
than people inhabiting a land reaching
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V I R G I N I A I R

finally from ocean to ocean and abound ing in riches
and power ti ll when the l iberties o f al l mankind were
enda ered the descendants o f the old Jamestown set

d id in their turn cross the ocean and helped to
save the land from which the ir fathers came

Before any other Engl ish settlement was made on
this cont inent democracy was at Jamestown by
the establ ishment o f England s free institutions Jury
trial court for the administration o f ustice popular
e lections in which al l the inhabitants took part and
a represent ive Assembly hich met at Jamestow
July and d igested the fi rst laws for the new
commonwealth

There at Jamestown and on James River was the
o f the Union The fi rst church the first lock

house the first whar f the fi rst glass factory the first
indmil l the first iron works the first s ilk worms
reared the first wheat and tobacco raised the fi rst
peaches grown the first brick house the fi rst State
house and the first f ree school that o f Ben amin
Syms

In Virginia was the F assert ion on this conti
nent o f the indissoluble connection o f representation
and taxation

In a law was passed inhibit ing the govern
ors from laying any taxes on the peopl e without the
consent o f the General Assembly and this law was
enacted several t imes a fterwards In when
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S ir John Harvey refused to send to England a pet ition
aga inst the ing s propo ed monopoly o f tobacco
which would have imposed an arbitrary tax the peop le
deposed him from the government and sent him back
to England an act without precedent in America In

when the people feared that Parl iament would
deprive them o f that l iberty they had en oyed under
ing Charles I they res isted and would only submit
when the Parl iamentary Commissioners signed a writ
ing guaranteeing to them al l the rights a sel f
erning dominion And when a fter the restoration o f
ing Charles I I the country was outraged by exte
sive grants o f land to certain court favorites the
agents o f Virginia in an e fort to obtain a charter to
avoid these grants made the finest argument in
for the right o f sel f taxation to be found in the annals
o f the th century Claiborne s Rebell ion and
con s Rebell ion prove that Virgin ia was always a
Land o f Liberty

uring the th century the royal governors o ften
reproached the peop l e for their Republ ican Spirit
unti l on May the reproach received a dra
matic interp retation by Patrick Henry arousing a
whole continent to res istance against the Stamp Act

F New England In a Vir
ginia Governor S i r Thomas Gates drove the French
away from Maine and Nova Scotia and saved to Eng
l ish col onization the shores o f Massachusetts and
Connecticut In the Pilgrim Fathers were
spired to go to North America by success ful settle
ment at Jamestown They sailed unde a patent given
them by the Virginia Company o f London and it was
only the accident o f a storm that caused them to set le
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outside o f the l imits o f the territory o f the London
Company though sti l l in Virginia The May ower
compact under which the emigrants united t em
selves Cape Cod fol lowed pretty nearly the terms
o f the original Virginia Company s patent

In the people at Plymouth were saved from
starvation by the opportune arrival o f two ships from
Jamestown which divided their provisions with them
Without this help the Plymouth settlement would have
been abandoned

The i lgri Fathers establ ishe an
or ol igarchy at Plymouth for they constituted an ex

body and only cautiously admitted any new
comers to pa tnership with them in authority As
t ime went on the great body o f the peop l e had nothing
to say as taxes o r government

Citizenship at Plymouth and in all New England
was a matter o f special selection in the case o f each
individu The terms o f the magi strates were ade
permanent by a law a fording them precedency o f al l
others in nomination on the election day The t wns
o f New England were l ittle oligarchies not
cies It was d i f erent in Virgin ia There the House
o f Burgesses which was the great control l ing body
rested for more than a hundred years upon what was
pract ically universal su rage and even
a fter many people voted in Virginia than in
Massachusetts There was a splendid and spectacular
body o f aristocrats in Virginia but they had nothing
l ike the power and prestige o f the New England
preachers and magistrates

By no stretch o f the imaginat ion says
Charles M Andrews Pro fessor o f History in ale
University can the pol itical condition in any o f the
New England Colonies be c l led popular or democrat ic
Government was in the hands o f a very few men
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VII I

Virginia led in al l the measures that establ i shed
the independence o f the United States Beginning
wit the French and Indian War out o f which sprang
taxat ion measures that subsequently provoked the

American Revolution Virginia under Washington
stru k the fi rst blow against the French and Virginian
blood was the first American blood to in that
war Then when a fter the war the Briti sh Parl ia
ment pro sed to tax America by the Stamp Act it
was the Colony o f Virgin ia that rang the alarm bell
and rall ied all the other colonies against the measure
by the celebrated resolutions o f Patrick Henry May

which brought about its repeal

Later when the Briti sh Parliament revived its
ol icy o f taxation in by the Revenue Act though
ci rcumstances made the for the fi rst move
ments elsew ere it was always Virginia that by some
resolute and determined action o f leadership solved
the cri s is that arose

There were four of these crises

The fi rst occurred when assachusetts by
her protest in against the Revenue Act st i rred
up Parl iament to demand that her patriot leaders be
sent to England for trial Massachusetts was le ft
quite alone and she remained quiescent Virgin ia
stepped to the front and by her ringing resolu
t ions o f May aroused the whole continent
to res istance which forced Parliament to co promise
l ve the Massachusetts men alone and the
taxes except a smal l one on tea After the Assembly
The Brave Virgin ian s was the common toast
throughout New England

The next cr isi s occurred In that
ye r the occasion for act ion occurred in the smallest
o f the colon ies Rhode I sl and by attack o f some
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unauthorized persons on the sloop Gaspee which was
engaged in suppressing smuggling The ing imitate
Parl iament by trying to renew the pol icy o f transport
ing Americans to ngland for tr ial but Virginia
caused the ing and his Counsel lors to des ist from
their purpose by her system of

which brought about a real continental union o f
the colonies for the fi rst t ime

The th ird cris i s occurred in after a
mob o f disguised persons threw the tea overboard in
Boston harbor Though Boston d id not authorize this
proceeding Parl iament held her respons ible and shut
up her port Virgin ia thought th is un ust and was the
first colony to declare her sympathy with Boston and
the first in any representat ive character for an entire
colony to cal l for a Congress o f al l the colonies

And to that Congress which met September
she furnished the first pres ident Peyton Ran

dolph and the greatest orators Patrick Henry and
Richard Henry Lee

The remedy proposed by this Congress was a plan
o f non intercourse already adopted in Virgin ia to be
en forced by committees appointed in every county
city and town in America

The fourth cri si s began in with the
laws passed by the British arl iament to cut
trade o f the colon ies intended as retal iatory to the
American non i tercourse This led to hostil i ties
for a year during which t ime the war was waged in
New England the colon ists held the attitude o f con
fessed rebel s fighting the ir sovereign and yet pro fess
ing allegiance to him When the war was trans ferred
to the South with the burning o f Nor folk and the
battle o f Moore s Creek Bridge this attitude became
intolerable to the Southerners and they sought for a
solution of the di ficulty in Independence
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While Boston was pro fessing through her town
meeting her wil lingness to wait most patiently to
wait for Congress to act and the Assembly o f the
Province de ferred action til l the towns were heard
from it North Carol ina largely settled by Vir

that on April instructed her delegates
in Congres to concur with the delegates from the
other Colonies in declaring independence and it was
Virgin ia that on May co manded her dele
gates to propose independence The fi rst expl ici t and
d irect instructions for independence anywhere in the
United States were given by Cumberland County in
Virgin ia Apri l Unl ike the tumultuary
authorized and accidental nature o f the leading revo

i cidents in New England such as the Boston
Tea Party and the Battle o f Lexington the proceed
ings in irgin ia were always the authoritative and
o ficial acts o f the Colony

All the world should know that i t was Richar
Henry Lee Virginian who drew the resolutions for
independence adopted by Congress July and
that it was Thomas Je erson a Virgin ian who wrote
the eclaration o f Independence adopted July

a paper styled by a well known New England
writer as the most commanding and most pathetic
utterance in any age o f national gr ievances and na

purposes

uring the war that ensued Virgin ia contributed
to the war what all must al low was the soul o f the
war the immortal George Washing on whose
mense moral personal ity accompl ished more in bring
ing success than all the money employed and al l the
armies placed in the field and the war had its end ing



I R I I I R

at orktown only a few miles from the or iginal settle
ment at Jamestown The F of this great Repub
l ic was a Virgin ian

Virgin ia led in the work o f organiz ing the Gov
o f the United States She called the An

napol i s Convention in and fur shed to the
Federal Con ent ion at Philade lphia whic met as the
result o f thi s action its chie f constructor James
Madison who has been aptly descr ibed as F of
the Constitut ion She furnished the two greatest r ival
interpreters o f it s powers Thomas Jef erson and John
Marshall and gave the Union its first Pres ident
George Washington

Virgin ia through her explorers generals and
pres idents made the Union a continental power

It was Patrick Henry and George Rogers Clark
who ef ected the conquest o f the Northwest Terri
tory which eventually ad ed five great S tat s to the
Union Meriwether Lewis and Wil l iam Clark made
the fi rst thorough exploration o f the West And Lou

Florida and Texas were added to the Union
by irginia Presidents Je ferson Monroe and Tyler
Nor can it be forgotten that al l the far West was the
result o f the annexation o f Texas by Tyler
d irectly lea ing to the Mexican War whose success
was assured by two Virgin ia general s achary Tay
and Winfield Scott

Had the New England in uences which were
posed to the Annexation policy dominated the United
States to day i f it existed at al l would be co fined
to a narrow l ip along the Atlantic shore
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A Virgin ia President James Monroe gave to the
world over his name the which has
regulated to the present day the relations o f America
to the nations o f Europe and the rest o f mankind
America Amer icans he said in substance

I I I

Virgin ians created those ideal s for which the
publ ic the United States stands to day emocracy
rel igious f reedom and education

Not only d id Virginia have the fi rst
l egislative Assembly which rested for more than a
hundred years on un iversal su rage she the
headquarters a fter the American Revolution o f the
great emocratic Republ ican party under the leader
ship o f Thomas Je ferson This party was the cham
pion o f the popular idea against the aristocratic no
tions o f the Federal ists who had the i r headquarters in
New En land By completely destroying the Feder
ali st party Virgin ia sowed the seeds o f democracy
throughout the United States and the world All
pol it ical part ies in the United States since that t ime
h ve the same creed as to the equal ity o f the citizen
Thomas Je ferson is incomparably the greatest l iving
in uence in America He i s in fact the F o f
Americanism as we understand it

Through an act o f which the same great man was
the author Virginia was the fi rst State in the world
to impose a p nalty for engaging in the slave trade

and in the Federal Convention in her
delegates bitterly opposed the provi sion in the Consti

supported by the Puritan delegates from New
England p rmitting the slave trade for twenty years
New England men were great hippers o f slaves
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F After the same manner Vir
gin ia sowed the seeds o f religious freedom Al l New
England except Rhode Island in Colonial days was
princip led against rel igious l iberty Even a fter the
American Revolution the preachers and a group o f
laymen in each community grasped al l power and the
people were forced into submiss ion In only
one in twenty o f the people in Connect icut exercised
the right o f su rage Even in Rhode Island there
were t i l l a late date laws against Roman Cathol ics
voting or holding o fice and it took orr s Rebell ion
in to break the restrict ion s on the ballot
handed down from Colon ial days

The persecuting pirit was not absent in Virginia
but i t was never so severe or relentless as in New
England And for many years be fore the American
Revolution there were no rel igious qual ifications for
voting or hold ing o ce

The eclarat ion o f Rights o f Virginia drawn
by George Mason in and imitated by all the
other States placed the principle o f rel igious freedom
for the first t ime upon a truly basis Vir
gin ia was then the F State in the world to procla im
absolute equal ity and freedom o f rel igion to the people
o f al l fa iths Christ ians Jews Moh m edans etc
The princip le enunciated by Mason was enacted into
law by Thomas Je ferson whose b ill for Rel igious
Freedom in invested conscience with the wings
o f heaven

Final ly it was a Virginian Thoma
Je erson that furnished the ideal s o f popular educa
tion The system o f schools as they existed in Massa

in Colonia l days d id not remotely resemble the
present ideal a system they were under no central
authority were free to the scholar who had to pay
for tuition and were primarily directed to the mainte
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nance and uphold ing o f the Congregational Church
None but members o f that Church could be teachers
in Massachusetts In practice the towns neglected
their res onsibi l i ties shamelessly and a large per
centage o f the people could ne i ther read nor write

Virgin ia did not go far in her educational system
but in her ancient laws for educat ing poor chi ldren
and establi sh ing and financing Will iam and Mary Col
lege the colony cl early recognized education as a pub
l ic function As to the general supply o f educat ion
however the Colony had by far the best l ibraries and
teachers and according to Mr Je ferson the mass o f
education accompli shed through tutors and private
schools placed her among the foremost o f her ister
States at the time o f the Revolution But it was the
great bil l o f Thomas Je ferson in correlating
d i ferent gradations o f schools beginning with the
primary schools and ending with the University that
furn ished the real ideal on which the public school
system of the United States rests to day

Be fore the Union cons i sted practically o f two
nations separated by Mason and ixon s l ine d i er
ing in habit o f thought customs and largely in insti

It was only the pressure o f British taxation
that broug t these two nat ions together and
ately a fter the peace in the separative forces
gan to exert themselves They were first harp ly
mani fested New England where plans of secession
were discussed as early as So far did this spiri t
proceed that in the New England States
pro fessed the extreme doctri e o f States r ights and
did al l they could to paralyze the arm o f the Federal
Government during the course o f a war with
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greatest power in Europe late as the Massa
Legislature after declaring that uniting an

independent fore ign state l ike Texas with the
United States was among the powers delegated to
the General Government stated its resolve to to
submit to undelegated powers in no body o f men on
earth and in it announced the doctrine o f null i

by declaring that the admission o f Texa
would have no binding force whatever on the people
o f Massachusett s

But by this t ime the great increase the ealth
and populatio o f the North chie y due to the fore ign
immigration caused New England to abandon the
separative pol icy and substitute that o f nat ional ity to
be preserved by force The South now being the
weaker sect ion was compe l led into the opposite pol icy
and finally obeying the d ictates o f i ts economic and
soc ial forces seceded from the Union and organized a
separate government

Virginia who had a sentimental attachment to
the Union attempted to preserve it by the Peac Con
ference but finding that im ossible and placed in a
dilemma o f fighti the northern Union or fighting
Southern Con federacy she al l ied hersel f with the

latter o f which she was really an integral part In
the l ight o f the doctr ine o f sel f determinat ion now
so generally admitted it appears one o f the most
astonish ing things in history that e ight mill ions o f
people occupying a territory hal f the s ize o f Europe
with a thoroughly organ ized government and capable
o f fighting one o f the greatest wars on record were
not permitted to set up for themse lves

By the result s o f the war one o f the two nations
o f the old Union was wiped out and incorporated
into the other But Virgin ia was the capital o f the
Southern Con federacy and the battlefield o f the war
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and the veterans o f Virginia and the South have l ived
see the princip le o f sel f government and sel f de

terminat ion for which they fought accepted by the
world at large

In the war for Southern Inde endence as in the
American Revolution Virginia furnished the

In one war it was George Washington and in
the other it was Robert E Lee Both these great men
were d i st inguished by union o f a handsome person
with a supremely ma estic soul brave refined
and clean They were indeed kingly men

The contributions o f Virginia to science should
not be passed by in this su mary o f her priorities
Among the creators o f an epoch the fol lowing may
be mention d part icularly James Rumsey fi rst dem

in her waters in the possibi l it ies o f
steam as applied a river boat Cyrus Hal l
mick re olutionized agriculture throughout the world
by his invention the reaper Matthew Fonta ine
Maury about the same time did the same thing for
ocean navigation He furnished the plans for the lay
ing o f the Atlantic Cable and was the father o f
modern science o f torpedo and mine laying In recent
days Walter Reed o f Gloucester County was fore
most in discovering the cause o f yellow fever and
render ing that dread d isease innocuous

uring the war for Southern Independence it
was the i ronclad or constructed
by two master engineers John L Porter o f Ports
mouth and John Mercer Brooke o f Lexin ton

that showed in an e och making battle fought in
Hampton Roads March with the Federal



www.CharlestonAthenaeumPress.com


www.CharlestonAthenaeumPress.com


www.CharlestonAthenaeumPress.com

	Blank Page
	Blank Page



